






Please Note: -- 


Just received shipment of a new imported French Velvet Metallic 
3-inch banding, available in all Church colors. This is an exclu- 
sive pattern with us, and most reasonably priced. Samples upon 





















request. 


THOMAS A. BLAKE | 
366 Fifth Avenue New York 1, N. Y. 


‘“*The House of Ecclesiastical Materials’’ 





june 5s the Month for: -- 


Father’s Day, Weddings, Graduation, 
Religious Profession, Ordination. 


And here is the perfect, yet inexpensive, gift for each occasion: 


Our Specially Selected Set of 10 Benedictine Booklets 
for $1.50 Postpaid. 


These booklets were carefully chosen to suit each of the occasions 
listed above. By sending them you will prove your personal, deep and 
spiritual interest and affection with a gift of lasting enjoyment and 
benefit. A gift card will be sent with each set. Order from: — 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Rosaries Rechained 


Rosaries rechained in nickel-silver -..............................- $1.00 
Rosaries rechained in sterling silver -..........................-.... $1.50 
Nuns’ side-rosaries rechained in nickel-silver ...............- $1.25 


New cross or center extra. Rosary made of any beads you send for 
same price as rechaining. 


J. RANDALL, 105 South Lawn, Kansas City, Mo. 
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Tabernacle 


Puraatory 
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Our June Calendar 


ee 


LL the riches of Divine Love seem to be pent up in this month’s 
calendar, ready to be poured out upon souls who enter with 
fervent spirit into the celebration of the June feasts. The 
month itself is dedicated to the Sacred Heart, the “Burning 

Furnace of Divine Charity,” so there are thirty days calling for our 
love and reparation. Upon this background we have four solemn 
feasts, each dedicated to a Mystery revealing the boundless mercy and 
love of God; one feast of Our Lady, and nine of outstanding saints. 

Pentecost, on June 6, commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit 
of Divine Love in the form of tongues of fire. And because this event 
is so tremendous, its celebration extends throughout the week by a 
Privileged Octave, with Monday and Tuesday enjoying a solemnity 
little less than the feast itself. 

On the following Sunday, June 13, we honor the Blessed Trinity 
—a Mystery so sublime that the Church, failing, as it were, in any 
attempt to solemnize it worthily, clothes it in subdued splendor and 
sings in sublime poetic language the praises of this Divine Mystery. 

On Thursday of that week, June 17, the Church celebrates with 
all the splendor of her liturgy the glories and triumphs of the Blessed 
Sacrament. This feast, familiarly known as “Corpus Christi,” likewise 
has an Octave, and in our Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration rivals 
in solemnity all other feasts of the year. This Octave, in turn, is 
crowned by the Feast of the Sacred Heart, on Friday, June 25 — a feast 
requested by Christ Himself, to be observed in a spirit of fervent grati- 
tude and reparation to His Sacred Heart. This feast, too, is celebrated 
with an Octave, so that eighteen out of thirty days of the month fall 
within octaves and share in the solemnity of the feasts they celebrate. 


On the 27th we have the feast of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. In 
addition, there are the feasts of the following great saints: St. Boniface, 
Apostle of Germany (June 5); St. Barnabas, Apostle and companion 
of St. Paul (11th); St. Anthony of Padua, St. Basil the Great and St. 
Ephraem (13th, 14th and 18th), all Doctors of the Church; St. Aloysius 
seraphic patron of youth (21st); St. John Baptist, Precursor of Our 
Lord (24th) ; Ss. Peter and Paul, Princes of the Apostles (29th), and 
Commemoration of St. Paul (30th). Besides these, there are many other 
saints, more obscure, but perhaps just as great, honored during June. 

If we but celebrate all the June feasts worthily and try to imitate 
the saints in their love for God, surely June will be for us a month of 
great and overflowing graces. May it be such for each one of our dear 
readers! 
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Jesus, Our Divine Physician 


“And they brought to Him all the sick 
suffering from various diseases and torments. . . 


and He cured them” (Matt. 4:24). 


OW touching are the Gospel scenes — and they are many — 
which picture Our Lord among the sick and afflicted, treating 
them with great tenderness and healing them of their maladies! 
As He went about from place to place during His public life, 

He visited the sick, He called them to Him, He allowed them to sur- 
round Him, and He used His miraculous power freely to cure them. 
How often do we not see Him bend down over a sick person, gently 
touch him, and give him, together with health of body, a kind word 
of encouragement or warning, the gift of faith, conversion, and peace 
of soul. To those suffering from moral maladies, worse by far than 
those of the body, we hear Him say, “Take courage, son, thy sins are 
forgiven thee” (Matt. 9:2). 


To all the afflicted, the discouraged, the sorrowful, He gave promise 
to cure them, to raise them up, to renew them, asking only that they 
come to Him with faith and confidently cast their troubles and their 
burdens into His merciful Heart. His very presence brought peace 
and comfort to those who were sick and suffering. 


This same kind and merciful Physician is still with us — still 
inviting the sick and afflicted in soul and body — to come to Him and 
be cured. Now as during the days of His earthly life He exercises His 
curative power, but in a manner in which His love shines forth still 
more brightly. We cannot see Him in that attractive human form 
which drew all hearts to Him, but faith shows Him to us beneath the 
veils of the Blessed Sacrament, with all the charm and loving kindness 
that graced His visible Person. In this Sacrament He is the heavenly 
Physician who applies Himself especially to the cure of souls, though 
the sick in body often experience His curative power also. To each 
individual who approaches Him with love and confidence He comes 
and administers the most powerful of remedies. He enters into the 
soul, that He may take account of its wounds, its infirmities, and all 
the sources of its sufferings. He remains with the patient and applies 
His medicines. All His remedies are enclosed in one single marvelous 
remedy which is HimseLF: His Divinity and Humanity, His Soul and 
Body, His Flesh and His Blood, His virtues and His merits. Of all 
these He has made a remedy, a balm of life and immortality, and He 


JUNE — 1954 35 











**They cried to the Lord in their affliction, and He delivered 
them out of their distresses’’ (Ps. 106:13). 


applies it to the soul, to the heart, to the faculties, to the passions of 
the sick soul. He returns as often as the patient invites Him, because 
He is devoted and assiduous, and each time He applies with the same 
gentleness, the same condescension, the Divine remedy which contains 
all virtues, all efficacy. 

Often the cure is slow, and is counteracted and delayed by the 
imprudence and the disobedience of the patient. Often, too, the sick 
soul does not realize that it is sick, and stays far from Him. And is 
not this true, more or less, of all of us? For we are all children of 
Adam and have inherited the ills which his disobedience drew upon 
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himself and us. Since the day Adam ate of the forbidden fruit, human 
nature has been subject to every form of malady. Poison entered into 
its veins, rendering it weak, easily susceptible to evil, always exposed 
to the most complicated maladies and in danger of death. This poison 
of the mind circulates in the will, in the intellect, in all the faculties, 
where sin has extended its ravages, infecting, disorganizing, corrupting, 
paralyzing, leading to death. 

The Son of God came and set Himself to effect a cure. He as- 
sumed human nature, and by the contact and personal union of His 
Divinity with the Soul and the Body which He assumed, He constituted 
a Humanity wholly healthy, living and perfect; and of this sacred Hu- 
manity He made a vivifying principle, a powerful antidote, which cures 
and restores all men who are inoculated with it. 

He injects this restorative remedy by means of His words, which 
cure the intellect; by His goodness and His love, which revive hearts; 
by His sacraments (especially that of the Holy Eucharist) which pene- 
trate into souls and make His virtues, His dispositions, His life circulate 
in them. 

The whole world stands in urgent need of this great and powerful . 
Physician! It is sick unto death with the fever of sensuality, with the 
paralysis of unbelief, the anemia of unbridled pleasure. It breathes the 
pestilent breath of impurity, of vices of every kind. It is blind to the 
miracles of the Divine Physician, deaf to His truths, heedless of His en- 
treaties. But it knows not the grievousness of its maladies nor the dan- 
gers which threaten it. It resists the Divine Physician and rejects His 
remedies. Like a rebellious and ungrateful patient, it turns its face to 
the wall and maligns the all-wise Physician who would so willingly and 
so effectively heal its ills. It denies His skill and the excellence of His 
remedies, covers Him with ridicule and seeks in every way to hinder 
His activity by violence. 

But the Divine Physician will not be repelled. With inexhaustible 
patience He waits for a change of mind and heart, seeking to overcome 
hatred by love, cruelty by kindness. He prays for those who repel Him, 
offers anew His Blood for their salvation, seeks by His grace to melt 
their pride and soften the hardness of their hearts. He remembers only 
one thing: that He is their Physician, and that He desires to cure them. 


Oh, how these prodigies of love, of devotedness, of patience and 
mercy, need to be understood, that the kind Physician, the victim of His 
charity, may receive the love, the respect, the obedience and the confi- 
dence of His children, the compensations due to His dignity, the con- 
solations desired by His Heart! 

The feast of the Sacred Heart (celebrated this year on June 25), 
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calls for the manifestation of all our love and devotedness to our merci- 
ful Physician, dwelling ever with us in the Blessed Sacrament. It was 
He Himself who asked that this Feast be observed each year in His 
honor — on the Friday following the octave of Corpus Christi. He 
wishes it to be a day of loving reparation for the coldness and ingrati- 
tude, the hatred and rebellion and abuse of which so many souls make 
Him the object in the Sacrament of His Love. 

Let us pray specially, then, on this day and during this entire 
month, for those who in their folly pursue the Divine Physician with 
their hatred, outrage Him, and strive to make His remedies ineffective 
in souls, or who in their blind pride act as if He did not exist. But 
let us not forget to make reparation also for our own folly and infidelity, 
our want of obedience to His prescriptions, our neglect of His remedies 
and our lack of confidence in Him. Let us do this especially by assist- 
ing devoutly at Holy Mass, offering Him our Communion in reparation, 
and bestowing upon Him other loving attentions such as renewing our 
Act of Consecration (family and individual), visiting Him in the 
Blessed Sacrament, keeping a Holy Hour, praying the Litany of the 
Sacred Heart, and whatever else our love and gratitude prompts us to 
do. And while we pray especially for those who are sick in soul, let 
us pray confidently also for those who are sick in body, that He may 
deal with them as He sees best, either restoring them to health, or 
strengthening them by His grace to bear their sufferings meritoriously, 
with loving resignation to His holy will. 


Sanctification of the Home through the 
ENTHRONEMENT 


ele 


. 


HE Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the home is an act 
of regal homage to the Divine King of Love. Its primary object 
is the sanctification of the family and the recognition of the 
rights of Jesus Christ as King of the Home. Its essence is to 

make the family a living tabernacle of the Sacred Heart by bringing the 
living, personal presence of Jesus Himself into the home. The act of 
enthroning the image of the Sacred Heart in a prominent place in the 
home seeks to arouse in every member of the family a keen sense of 
the burning, personal love that Jesus bears to him,— that love of 
which His Sacred Heart is at once the center and the symbol. 

But the Enthronement is more than just a beautiful ceremony. It 
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would be of little avail to hang the picture or place the statue of the 
Sacred Heart in an honored place in the house if Jesus Himself were 
not enthroned in the hearts of the members of the family. The solemn 
act of the Enthronement is intended as a formal recognition that He 
whom the image represents is the Head of the family, the King and 
Father of the home. By this act of royal homage, the family implores 
the Divine King of Love to reign in the family circle and in the heart 
of each member, dwelling as a living, loving Presence in the home. 

When the members of the family lovingly and loyally recognize 
Our Lord’s claims on their service and their love, He repays them in 
His own royal way. He said to St. Margaret Mary, “Being Myself the 
fount of blessings, I will distribute these abundantly wherever the image 
of My Heart has been exposed to the end that It may be loved and 
honored.” 


King of Hearts and Hearths 


If we look into a home where the Enthronement is truly lived, we 
find there that beautiful contagion of love of the Heart of Jesus, the 
Center of the family. There we find a beauty of family life that is 
complete. Truly of God’s own rearing, there is something in that home 
suggestive of Nazareth. Jesus is there, close beside each member. 
His spirit kindles and fans the ardent flames of love. His Presence is 
like a sweet fragrance. The beautiful light of His Countenance is re- 
flected in the eyes of those living within those four walls. The warmth 
of His love radiates through the home as from a glowing hearth, and 
fills the hearts of all with the ardor of Divine charity. Thus Jesus be- 
comes truly the King of Hearts and Hearths, reigning over the family 
and each of its members. 

Not without significance is the similarity between the two words, 
— hearts and hearths, for they are alike in sense as well as sound. They 
breathe a common atmosphere of peace and love, of warmth and affec- 
tion. Even in homes equipped with modern methods of heating, one 
often finds an old-fashioned hearth —a precious symbol of the unity 
of the family circle, and of the warmth of love and affection that should 
be found beneath the sheltering roof of that loved place called “home.” 
Thus the hearth is the symbol of family love, even as the heart is the 
symbol of the love of the individual person. 

There is a difference, however, of one letter — the letter h, which 
may represent a divergence of great consequence. It may stand for 
holiness, which is but another name for love and leads to heaven; or 
it may stand for hate, which is but another name for sin, and leads to 
hell. Home CAN be either one, depending on the spirit that reigns 
in it. That is where the Enthronement plays a most important role. 
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In a home where the Enthronement is lived, the Sacred Heart is 
the pillar of the domestic life. In it love is found which holds no spark 
of jealousy. There is one love which knits all the members of the fam- 
ily together, and frees them from pettiness and selfishness. The Sacred 
Heart is a Divine cord which tightly binds the family together. Devo- 
tion to the Sacred Heart, like the family hearthstone, fills the home with 
a happiness that radiates upon all who dwell or enter there. The image 
of the love-glowing Heart of Jesus is a constant reminder of the un- 
told graces flowing from that Divine source. 


True, there will be trials, sickness, disappointments, mistakes, 
manifestations of human weakness in the family, but in the Sacred 
Heart there is found healing and comfort, new life and love. Jesus is 
a Friend who never fails, a Father most tender and kind, a Physician 
who can cure all ills. No doubt these spiritual riches of the Sacred 
Heart must be won by fidelity and love, but grace will never be want- 
ing, and the ultimate triumph will be a true Christian life, an atmos- 
phere of devotion in the home, and a flowering of piety into true 
sanctity. 

The hearth that sheds its warmth upon the members of the family 
cannot enkindle in their souls the Divine fire that Jesus came to cast 
upon the earth —the fire by which He enflames them with His love 
and lights the lamp of faith to guide their steps toward His everlasting 
home. The only source of that love is the Sacred Heart of Jesus, — 
burning not only in His Eucharistic tabernacles but also in the sanc- 
tuary of every home in which He is recognized, adored, thanked, and 
loved as the King and Center of hearts. Only in such a Christ-minded 
home will the light of faith abound in brightness. Only in such a 
Christ-guided home will be instilled the moral principles which must 
govern Christian society. Only in such a Christ-centered home will 
there be the full development of Christian virtue. Only in such a 
Christlike home will there be SAINTS. 

May the month of June witness the fervent renewal of consecra- 
tion of all families of the Sacred Heart in which the King of Love has 
been enthroned, and a wholehearted response to the invitation of this 
King by all who have not yet proclaimed Him the King of their home.* 


Heart of Jesus, burning with love for us, set our hearts on fire 


with love of Thee. 


Ind. of 500 days. Plenary once a month, under usual conditions. 





*Our booklet, ‘‘Enthronement of the Sacred Heart and Night 
Adoration in the Home,” fully explains the Enthronement, and how it. 
is carried out, as well as the blessings that flow from it. 15¢ a copy. 
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You are invited to join in 


Our annual SOLEMN NOVENA in honor of 


the Sacred Beart of Jesus 


From To 
JUNE JUNE 
17 25 
the Feast 

Feast of 
of the 
Corpus Sacred 
Christi Heart. 





Ask, and you shall receive! 


In our five Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration, at Clyde, Missouri; Mundelein, 
Illinois; Tucson, Arizona; Kansas City, Missouri; and San Diego, California, High 
Mass will be offered and the day Hours of the Divine Office sung daily, Benediction 
given twice daily and the Litany of the Sacred Heart prayed each morning by all the 
Sisters and at each hour of the day and night by the official adorers. 

Confide to the Sacred Heart, during this Novena, all your needs spiritual and 
temporal. Do not fear to ask Jesus too much, for His Heart is the Treasury and 
Source of all graces and He is all-compassionate and merciful, rich unto all who 
invoke Him. 

Petitions sent to us will be placed on the exposition altar during the novena. 
Unite your prayers with ours, and try to assist at Holy Mass and receive Holy 
Communion daily, if possible. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of ‘Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Mary, Mary, My Own Dear Mary, 
How Does Your Garden Grow? 


Y Sister, My Spouse, is a garden enclosed!'’ These are the beautiful 

words which the Divine Gardener uses in speaking of souls dedicated to 
the religious life. He has led them from the noisy marts of the world to the 
solitude of the cloister where He cultivates in the garden of their souls the pre- 
cious and rare flowers of virtue: roses of love, lilies of purity, the iris of self- 
denial, forget-me-nots of recollection and prayer, violets of humility, and the 
many other varieties of rare hues and forms. “For as the earth bringeth forth 
her bud, and as the garden causeth her seed to shoot forth, so shall the Lord 
make justice to spring forth, and praise before all nations.” 

One of the favored garden-spots of Jesus is the Convent of Perpetual 
Adoration at Clyde, Missouri. Here Sisters under the Holy Rule of St. Benedict 
carry on the sublime work of Perpetual Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacra- 
ment, exposed day and night. What higher aspirations could a young girl have 
than to dedicate her life to Jesus in the Holy Eucharist? Living silent and im- 
mobile, void of that material life which falls under the senses, Jesus looks for 
loving souls who will come to offer themselves to Him as His adorers, so that 
communicating Himself to them, dwelling in them, making use of all the mem- 
bers of their body, all the faculties of their soul, He may make of them channels 
of grace to souls in the world. He seeks for hearts to give Him love, lips to 
offer Him praise, hands to labor for His glory. 

As Jesus looks over the world He beholds many souls to whom He has 
extended an invitation to this angelic life, but who delay because of the allure- 
ments of the world, the opposition of parents and friends, personal hesitation to 
make the final decision, fear of not persevering and other similar causes. To 
these He says: “Catch these little foxes that destroy the vines. Hasten to Me 
that I may make you bud forth as the rose planted by the brooks of waters, and 
give forth a sweet odor as frankincense. You will send forth flowers as the lily, 
and bring forth leaves in grace, and praise with canticles and bless the Lord in 
His works, magnifying His Name and giving glory to Him with the voice of 
your lips. Thou shalt be called by a new name which the mouth of the Lord 
shall name. Thou shalt be called, My Pleasure is in her!" 

Dear Marys, and Ediths, and Margarets, and Adelaides, will you not an- 
swer Jesus, saying: “My Beloved to me, and I to Him, who feedeth among the 
lilies’? Explanatory literature will be sent on request. 


Rev. Mother M. Carmelita, O. S. B., Prioress General 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Come, Holy Spirit! 


These first words of the Introit for the feast of Pentecost give us 

the leading thought of this day’s celebration. With Pentecost, a 

new era is ushered in. Down through the ages, mankind has 
been in preparation and expectation of the fulfilment of the great proph- 
ecy of Joel. The coming of God’s Kingdom has been the refrain of all 
ancient prophecy. 

It is Pentecost! The Redeemer has already come, and His mission 
has been accomplished. He has ascended gloriously to His Father. To- 
day, the Spirit whom He promised to send comes as a radiation in this 
world of Christ’s glorification. This great event is the consummation, 
the crowning of the Easter mystery. 

The great prodigy of Pentecost Day was the completely trans- 
formed group of men who were thrown into an ecstasy of mind, their 
hearts vibrant with the overwhelming outpouring of the gifts of the 
Holy Ghost. The exterior signs — the wind and the parted tongues of 
fire — were passing, but the interior change that came over the men 
remained. These signs were the clear indication that the Holy Spirit 
had come. The miraculous gift of tongues threw the multitude into a 
confusion of wonderment. The ONENEsS which this gift symbolized 
and accomplished remains forever the manifestation of the Holy Spirit’s 
presence in this world. It is to be found only in the One, Holy, Catholic 
and Apostolic Church. 

The Divine Breath which comes forth from the Father and the 
Son descends to earth today with the sound of a rushing wind. It is 
the Spirit of the Son, who raised the dead to life and made the armed 
soldiers fall back as if dead at the mere sound of His voice. It is the 
Spirit of the Almighty, of whom the Psalmist speaks when he says, “By 


fs Spirit of the Lord hath filled the whole world, Alleluia!” 
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His Word, the heavens were made, and all the powers of them by the 
Spirit of His mouth.” 

The mission of the Holy Spirit is to complete the work of Christ. 
to bring to souls the Divine life in grace here below and in glory here- 
after through life everlasting. This day the Church is born, the Church 
which has the assurance from the lips of Eternal Truth Himself that the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against her. This Church, founded in the 
Blood of Christ, come forth from the Side of the second Adam in His 
sleep on the Cross, is this day perfected and made exceedingly fruitful. 
Though the Holy Spirit had been working in an invisible manner down 
through the ages as the Soul of the Church, it is only today that the 
Body of the Church is shown before the eyes of men and the members 
are cemented together, as it were, in an indissoluble union. Today 
the Holy Spirit manifests His gifts in the Mystical Body of Christ. 

With the coming of the Paraclete, the Apostles were completely 
equipped for the mighty task of establishing the Church in every nation. 
Christ had been assuring them of this strength before His ascension, 
when speaking of the sending of the Spirit, the Power from on high 
which He promised them. 

The Church has, indeed, endless resources through which she can 
survive all the adverse influences of the world, and these powers are 
everlastingly hers. The charismata were given not only to the Apostles. 
but, as a manifestation of the Holy Spirit, they remain to this day, be- 
cause they belong to the very essence of the Church. Using her powers 
for the sanctification of her children, the Church’s influence overflows 
on the outside world to bring others into her fold. On and on, glori- 
ously carrying on her mission as a function of Christ’s risen life, rooted 
and established in the Resurrection of the Son of God from the dead, 
giving life, and restoring it through the life-giving sacraments, she con- 
tinually “renews the face of the earth.” Through the vigilance of the 
Holy Spirit, each century receives in the measure of its needs. Every 
generation of Christians has a new spiritual temperament, and the Holy 
Spirit has knowledge of all the needs of the human heart, for He is the 
Maker of men. He listens to the pleadings of His Bride, the Church. 
in her liturgical prayers, and gives ineffable gifts. “He that containeth 
all things hath knowledge of the voice.” 

The faithful, who are one body, one spirit, animated by one faith 
and sanctified by one baptism, today pour out in one voice their pro- 
fession of faith “In the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of life, who pro- 
ceedeth from the Father and the Son, who together with the Father 
and the Son is adored and glorified: who spoke by the Prophets.” Thus. 
they are prepared for a commingling in the Chalice-on the altar, when, 
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as members of a “kingly priesthood,” they are to be co-offerers with 
the priest of the sublime Sacrifice which renews the Passion and Death 
of the Savior, and imparts Divine life to souls, making them temples 
of the Holy Spirit. 

The thought overwhelms us, and we cry out, “Confirma hoc, Deus, 
quod operatus es in nobis!’ —“Confirm, 0 God, what Thou hast 
wrought in us!” The Holy Spirit freed the Apostles from all doubt 
and fear, gave them His light for the perfect knowledge of the truth, 
inflamed their hearts with the most ardent love, incited in them a fiery 
zeal for the propagation of the Kingdom of God, and strengthened them 
to bear all sufferings and persecutions for Christ’s sake. This same 
Spirit will work a tremendous change in us also on Pentecost, by His 
mysterious power. We cannot separate the Holy Spirit from the Mass. 
It is the Holy Spirit who makes Christ’s redemptive act operative. 
Through the presence of the Holy Spirit, each sacrament is linked up 
through all space and all time with the cause of all sacramental grace 
—the Death of Christ on the Cross. Thus the Holy Spirit continues 
to work His wonders in the Church under the elements of the sacra- 
ments. Here also, the exterior signs are passing acts, but the effects 
remain. The sacraments are channels through which the very life of 
God comes down to us, enters us, fills us and transforms us. They are 
our point of contact with God. 


May the Holy Spirit in His coming to us on Pentecost stir up in us 
ever greater fervor and generosity to make new progress in the love of 
God, and merit new graces which will win for us new rights to Divine 
intimacy. He who is Personal Love, who proceeds from the breathing 
forth of the mutual and infinite love of the Father and of the Son, will 
teach us how to love. Without Him we can do nothing. With His 
help we shall find verified the words of the Gospel, “If any man love 
Me, he will keep My word, and My Father will love him, and We will 
come to him, and make Our abode in him.” 


Our preparation for Pentecost should consist in a very great and 
a very real desire for the coming of the Holy Spirit. Baptism created 
in us a vacuum, as it were, which craves with an insatiable yearning 
for Him. Desire dilates the soul and fits it for the object of its desires. 
A most excellent means of stimulating and expressing this longing for 
His coming is to repeat over and over the Sequence of the Mass, “Come, 
Holy Spirit.” This entire Sequence, which may well be used as a no- 
vena prayer in preparation for the feast, is a pouring out of invitations 
of the soul that feels its need of the Holy Spirit. He is the answer to 
our soul’s every need, for He is the Giver of gifts, the “Father of the 
poor,” our soul’s sweet Comforter. 
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The Blessed Three-in-One 


ole 


N June 13 the Church will observe the feast which honors God 

as He exists in Three Divine Persons. We call this mystery 

“the Blessed Trinity.” God has only one nature, but exists 

in three distinct Persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. Each of these three Persons, as we know, is God, but each is 
an individual Person. The Father is not the Son; nor is the Son the 
Holy Spirit; nor is the Holy Spirit either of the other two Divine 
Persons. 

Three Persons in one God! This is a mystery truly beyond the 
comprehension of our created intellect, yet there is none so beautiful 
to contemplate as this happy company of God, this Union of all unions 
most united. A thousand times we must wish and pray that our minds 
were not so sin-stained, that they might have some of the intelligence 
of the angels, in order to contemplate better this incomparable Mystery 
of our Faith; for there are clouds before us now which would not have 
been if sin had not darkened our intellect. Our supernatural vision 
is dim and weak, and we must pray to the Holy Spirit to give us light, 
for we cannot know God unless He reveals Himself to us. 

The Blessed Trinity is a Mystery indeed, but why need we wonder 
at this? It would be more remarkable if we could understand the 
sacred mysteries of our Faith than that we cannot; for a little vessel 
cannot contain a greater one. Our little minds cannot contain the 
mind of God. It would be a miracle if they could. Nevertheless, we 
rejoice with great joy in God’s mysteries, which seem more beautiful 
and lovable the more we ponder over them. Let us thank God, then, 
that He has revealed Himself at all to our finite minds. The more we 
know about God, the more we seek to know, but to know Him as He 
is comprises the happiness of heaven: to see, know and enjoy God, 
and to be happy with Him forever. Please God, may we persevere and 
win this boundless happiness. The pleasure that our minds and hearts 
find now in the knowledge of God will be heightened then ten thousand- 
fold. 

Those who seriously and calmly contemplate this ineffable Mystery 
of our Faith — the Most Blessed Trinity — go through life, so to 
say, with a halo round them, the thought of that grand light of God, 
the thought of those Divine Persons living their ecstatic life above, 
in the home which They have prepared for us all. This thought takes 
away the roughness of this life, the contradictions of creatures, the 
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weariness and sufferings that all must endure. He who walks with the 
bright light of the Blessed Trinity shining upon him cares little for 
creatures, except in so far as he pities those who are in danger of 
never coming into that happy Presence. He strives ever to keep this 
Mystery before his mind, to urge himself onward with unflagging steps, 
and to prepare himself fittingly for his meeting and future union with 
God. What matters praise or dispraise here on earth, if we may but 
hear that one word from our God pronouncing us “blessed” as He in- 
vites us to our heavenly home forever? It is the very word by which 
we name the Blessed Trinity. We know no higher word for the Three 
Persons in One God, the BLEssep Trinity! 


There are many kinds of union on earth —the union of mother 
and child, of father and son, of husband and wife, of brother and sister, 
of friend and friend, with souls knit together in bonds of love like 
Jonathan and David of old. But in whatever state we may consider 
union on earth, we find nothing to compare with the union of the Three 
Persons of the Blessed Trinity. For They are One, but ONE — the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit — three distinct Persons living in 
such Divine companionship, such delightful intercourse, such calm, 
blissful possession of each other’s love, that They have but one wish, 
one will, one heart, as we say, speaking in human language. The Father 
and the Son are one, the Holy Spirit one with Them. They live thus 
for all eternity — for all eternity will so continue. And if we are brave 
and persevere through the trials of this life, we shall see and enjoy this 
blessed Vision, the Beatific Vision of God. 


We ought to let our minds dwell frequently upon this great Mys- 
tery, even though we can never hope to comprehend it fully, for God 
is still hidden from us, though not completely. Thanks to His great 
love, He has communicated Himself to us in so real a manner that He 
is indeed known to us more than by faith alone. For faith is believing 
something we do not experience by our senses. We know God by faith, 
but we know Him also through that sweet union by which He draws us 
so closely and manifests Himself so clearly to us that to doubt Him 
would be impossible. He is as evident to us as our own existence. Has 
He not manifested in a thousand ways His true character, His various 
attributes, His sweet Spirit? Who does not see the beauty of His works 
all about us? The whole plan of Creation and Redemption, the wonder- 
ful mystery of the Incarnation, these Divine Mysteries reveal so much 
to the true Christian of God’s wisdom and the wonders of His ways. 
Contemplating His works, we perceive a wondrous unity which mirrors 
Himself, but we see this not, we understand it not if we carelessly 
glance, instead of prayerfully pondering. 
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The Blessed Trinity Mirrored in Mary 


And with His greatest purely human work —the Immaculate 
Conception of Mary — it is the same. Mary mirrors her God, her Lord. 
There is but one Mary, and there is none like her, fair, Immaculate, 
a Virgin, a Mother! Should we like to think there was another Mary? 
No! As we rejoice that we have but one Father, one God, so we rejoice 
that we have but one Mother — His Immaculate One, Mary. She is 
so unlike all others. She is unique in her special privileges, her special 
prerogatives. 

We look into that vast eternity, which appears dim and dull to us, 
misty and obscure, until we view it carefully, long and prayerfully. 
And after long meditation, in which we have begged the help of God’s 
Spirit, we see in that hitherto dark obscurity our God beaming brightly, 
purely, and showing Himself in a manner that we have not hitherto 
conceived. We see in that eternity our one God, and yet though one, 
three distinct Persons: the Word dwelling in the bosom of His Father, 
the Holy Spirit proceeding from both. We rejoice in this one God. We 
rest with delight on this thought and contemplate this ineffable Mystery. 

Then we turn our eyes into time, and behold God’s creation. There 
we behold a wondrous being, unlike any other, immaculate, mirroring 
the purity of her God, a Virgin, reflecting Him whose essence is vir- 
ginal, a Virgin, in whom He effects Maternity; a Virgin who encloses 
in her chaste bosom the Eternal Word of God — the Word, now Incar- 
nate, who dwelt eternally in the bosom of the Father — becoming now 
still more like her God, mirroring Him still more perfectly. 

On Trinity Sunday, while we marvel at the immensity, the great- 
ness, the power of God, we should also show our gratitude to each of 
the three Divine Persons for all that Tb: ve done for us, and express 
our regret that we have been so lacking in appreciation. We are deeply 
indebted to each one of the Three. We ascribe our creation to God the 
Father, our redemption to God the Son, and our sanctification to God 
the Holy Spirit. Mary had weighed the dealings of God, had studied 
the beauties of His works, and her Divinely illumined mind proclaimed 
her praise and gratitude in her glorious Magnificat. Let us too repeat 
that canticle of thanksgiving and praise which is so pleasing to the 
Blessed Trinity and to Mary, the Mirror of the Triune God. Let us 
unite with it the “Gloria Patri et Filio et Spiritui Sancto,” the doxology 
of praise so often on the lips of the Church on this glorious feast! 

Thee, the Father unbegotten; Thee the only-begotten Son; Thee, 
the Holy Spirit, the Comforter; the holy and undivided Trinity, with all 
our heart and mouth we confess, we praise, and we bless. Glory be 
to Thee forever. (Magnificat Antiphon.) 
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Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 
he 


HEN the graceful water lily, having struck its roots deep in 
the bed of a stream or lake, reaches the water’s surface in its 
upward growth, it spreads out its large round leaves upon 
the water and unfolds its beautiful white corolla to the 

golden rays of the summer sun. So Mary Immaculate rose through the 
waves of her Son’s Passion, to open her virginal soul to the flooding 
rays of Divine grace streaming from that life-giving source. For Mary, 
too, was redeemed by the sufferings and death of Christ, though by way 
of anticipation. 

From all eternity, God saw the future Mother of His Son issue 
forth from the Precious Blood of Jesus Christ. As such, He loved her 
as His cherished Daughter, and showed Himself most lavish of His 
gifts to her. It was as if He said to her at her creation, “My Daughter, 
I pour My gifts upon thee with Divine prodigality. Mine is a virtue 
most high; it will overshadow thee. My Divinity, incommunicable of 
its nature, I cannot give thee, yet I will make thee Mother of God. 
My Holy Spirit shall descend into thee as into a sanctuary. The world, 
I, its Creator and Master, give to thee; be thou its worthy Queen. 
With the sun, My handiwork, I clothe thee. The luminary of night 
shall be thy radiant footstool. The stars will dispute the honor of being 
among the twelve jewels of thy crown. I have cedars on Lebanon and 
cypresses on Mount Sion; thou wilt surpass them in grandeur. Thou 
wilt be more majestic than My palm trees that sway their feathery fans 
in the deserts of Cades. My roses bloom bright and fragrant in the 
gardens of Jericho, but more exquisite will be thy perfumes. The 
aroma of the balsamic cinnamon and the unctuous myrrh shall be as 
naught in comparison with thine. Many daughters have gathered 
together riches; thou shalt surpass them all. As the lily among thorns 
shalt thou be among them. In thy beauty and comeliness thou shalt 
prosper and reign...” 


In truth, these words, placed on the lips of the Creator, are not 
mere fancy, but a paraphrase and combination of various Scriptural 
texts applied to Mary. They truly express, therefore, the Divine prodi- 
gality in the creation and adornment of her soul. 

But if graces were lavished upon Mary so abundantly, if her 
beauty and greatness were so transcendent, it was all in view of her 
Divine maternity. She could not, strictly speaking, deserve that honor 
by actual worthiness, but God decreed that she should deserve it by 
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absolute fitness. Wherefore He prepared her to be in every respect 
the worthy tabernacle of His Son. 

As Mother of God, Mary in a manner possesses infinite dignity. 
That is why she stands at the source of salvation and has become the 
dispenser of all graces flowing from the Heart of Jesus. Jesus, being 
truly her Son, has placed this life-giving fountain in her hands as in 
a channel. The Heart of Jesus was formed from the most pure flesh 
and blood of Mary. That Heart therefore belongs to her as the heart 
of every son belongs to his mother. She loves It and is loved by It in 
return. In this Heart her words are sure of a hearing; her requests, 
of a favorable answer; her tears, of infinite compassion. Jesus will 
not resist her maternal power over His Heart. He has never done so, 
and never will, for to do so would be contrary to nature. 

“The heart of each lived and breathed only through the other,” 
‘ays a great spiritual writer, Berulle. “How can we conceive the degree 
of loving union and mutual influence each on each of those two hearts, 
so close and so divine, and living together such a lofty life?.. It is 
a mystery of the heart, and no tongue can express that sweetness and 
that mutual affection.” 

How fittingly, then, is the title OUR LADY OF THE SACRED HEART 
applied to Mary! —a title which embodies more perfectly than any 
other, the idea of her empire over the Heart of Jesus, and which con- 
sequently may be said to express, better than any other, the spirit of 
the Church’s teaching respecting the intercessory power of the Blessed 
Virgin. 

As the Mother of Christ, Mary had all a mother’s rights over her 
‘Son. He was true man as well as true God; and as He did all things 
perfectly, He was a perfect son to His chosen mother. This implies 
a mother’s authority and jurisdiction, her sacred and incontestable 
right; and this right was exceptionally great in her case, more complete 
‘than in any other mother, since to her alone Our Lord bore all the 
natural relation of child to parent. This right was recognized by 
Christ in His voluntary subjection to His Mother, not through necessity 
‘but through love. 

The Gospels give us only one example of Our Lady’s intercessory 
power with the Sacred Heart, in the miracle wrought at the wedding 
feast of Cana. But how many times must not this power have been 
active during the thirty years they lived together in Bethlehem and 
‘Egypt and Nazareth; and it is still active in heaven, as is plain by the 
countless favors granted to her prayers. “Who can doubt,” says St. 
John Eudes, “that the Heart of the Mother of Jesus has all power with 
the Heart of Him who chose to be her Son, and to give her all a 
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Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 


mother’s authority over Him? Will He deprive her of what He has 
given her with so much love? Never! Jesus will always be Mary’s 
Son, and Mary will ever be the Mother of Jesus, and the Immaculate 
Heart of that holy Mother will forever exercise a mother’s power and 
authority over the Sacred Heart of that best of sons.” 

It follows, therefore, that whatever the love of Our Lord for His 
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Blessed Mother moved Him to do for the honor of her motherhood on 
earth, will be done all the more in heaven where love is perfect. And 
if a mother’s love has such power over the heart of a’son as we know it 
to have even here among men, what when that mother is Mary, the holi- 
est, the most tender, the perfect one of all mothers, and that Son is 
Jesus, the most powerful, the most generous, the most loving of sons? 
Surely there can be no limit to His deference to her intercession when 
she pleads in our favor! 

Yes, truly, the Heart of Jesus belongs to Mary. She dispenses the 
graces It contains. The beautiful title, Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, 
summarizes all the eulogies that heaven and earth have ever uttered in 
her praise. The favors which Mary lavishes on those who invoke her 
under this title are a guarantee of its efficacy. It was in this sense that 
the saintly Pope Leo XIII wrote: “We can attribute only to the most 
powerful favor of the Blessed Virgin the astonishing abundance of 
prodigies with which Heaven has rewarded the confidence of the faith- 
ful who have implored the help of God by invoking His Mother under 
the title of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart.” Our Lady of the Sacred 


Heart, pray for us! 


Fifth Star in Mary’s Crown 


Imitation of her glowing love for the Heart of Jesus. Jesus came 
to earth to kindle in all hearts the flame of His Divine love; but in no 
heart did He enkindie it so much as in that of His Mother; for her 
heart was entirely pure from all earthly affections, and fully prepared 
to burn with this blessed flame. She truly loved Him with her whole 
heart, her whole mind, and all her strength. St. Catherine of Siena 
called her the ‘bearer of the flame of Divine love.’ May she set our 
hearts on fire too with this sacred flame! Our Lady of the Sacred 
Heart, inflame our hearts with ardent love for the Heart of Jesus! 


Picture for Framing 


A photo-tone print of the beautiful picture of Our Lady of the 
Sacred Heart pictured on page 51. The original was painted by the 
gifted artist, Baroness Von Oer. This is the beautiful Madonna which 
was so tenderly venerated by our former saintly chaplain, Rev. Father 
Lukas Etlin, O.S.B. The unframed picture is 18 x 26 inches in size. 
Price, 50¢ postpaid. Order from: — 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Our Eucharistic King Enthroned* 


This beautiful eulogy of the Blessed Sacrament will furnish in- 
spiring thoughts for the feast of Corpus Christi — June 17. 


URING two thousand years the most stupendous fact in all the 
world has been the living Christ in the Holy Eucharist. In 
these twenty centuries all the powers of earth, all scientific prog- 
ress, all the wealth of learning of all ages, are as dust and ashes 

compared with the august Sacrament of the Eucharist in which Our 
Lord Himself, under the appearance of bread and wine, is contained 
and is consumed. The Sacramental Christ continues to abide on the 
altars of His churches, concealing not only His Divinity but also His 
Humanity. 

In this history-making moment, March 25, of the Marian Year, 
1954, the glorious feast of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary; 
on this hallowed spot (or in its near vicinity)*where the first Mass in 
California was offered up by Fra Junipero Serra; within these sacred 
walls where there was cradled the first seminary of the Diocese of San 
Diego, we gather today once again on this holy site for the crowning 
glory of its extraordinary history: the inauguration of Perpetual Adora- 
tion of the Most Blessed Sacrament, in this chapel of the Benedictine 
Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, now happily dedicated to Blessed Pius 
X, the Pope of the Holy Eucharist. 

For the moment all thoughts of the difficulties and the dangers with 
which our present world is beset have vanished. The weakness of hu- 
man government, the follies of human passions; the malign influences 
which have wrought such havoc, spiritual and material, the world over, 
are utterly forgotten, and there is an outpouring of human aspirations 
for the blessings that will come from God alone, through these sacri- 





*Sermon delivered by Rt. Rev. Msgr. Franklin F. Hurd, on the occasion 
of the inauguration of Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at the Perpetual 
Adoration Sanctuary of Pius X, San Diego, California, March 25, 1954. 
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ficial daughters of St. Scholastica, because of their twenty-four hour 
adoration before the King of Kings. 

There is joy in our hearts as we assemble around this altar which 
wil! soon be the fifth Throne of Perpetual Adoration for these holy ser- 
vants devoted to the Blessed Sacrament. Joy, because we are convinced 
that truly God is in the midst of His people and the great Emmanuel 
has come to comfort the suffering by raising their souls above earthly 
cares and anxieties, and that once again He is stretching out His hands 
over troubled waters and commanding them: “Peace, be still!” 


In a certain sense the whole history of God’s dealings with man is 
summed up in the Holy Eucharist. In this tremendous Mystery is all 
of the Omnipotence of that Power which created the universe, and all 
the Immensity of the Love which redeemed it. The infinite love of God 
for humanity is shown in the Incarnation of His Son, Jesus Christ. The 
Son of God came down to earth that He might bring us back by His 
love to the Eternal Father. If the Incarnation proves anything, it cer- 
tainly proves that God Himself, because of His love, became man for 
our redemption; and as the Son of God stooped to the humility of the 
Incarnation, He was not merely willing but even desirous of being the 
food of our souls by His Presence in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. 


During His mortal life, His very Presence radiated benediction, 
and it was His wonderful plan that even after His death He would still 
be with us, Emmanuel — Gop witH us. During His last moments on 
this earth He left us His perpetual memorial of His love, His greatest 
testament. To His disciples gathered about Him, in that dark hour of 
parting, Christ said as He held in His hands the bread which He was to 
give them for their sanctification, “THIS 1s My BODY.” Then as He 
took the Chalice of wine and breathed upon it, again He spoke, saying, 
“THIS IS MY BLOOD.” Ordaining His Apostles priests forever according 
to the order of Melchisedech, He commanded them “Do THIS IN COM- 
MEMORATION OF ME.” And from that day unto this, the royal Priest- 
hood of Christ has repeated these sacred words which were the breath 
of a new life to the Church established by Him. Christ was about to 
leave them. He yearned to remain with them and all His disciples even 
unto the end of time. It was infinite Love that found the way, and in- 
finite Power that furnished the means whereby the Eternal Son of God 
might always be wherever a human soul lived. We believe with a faith 
nothing can shake, the words of Christ spoken in that solemn hour of 
His life on this earth. When Jesus said, “This is My Body, This is My 
Blood,” the Apostles accepted His words as the word of God Himself, 
and we, like them, bow down before this great Sacrament of Divine 
Love and adore Him as really, as truly, as genuinely present as He was 
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to all who beheld and heard Him during His mortal life on earth. 


Here is faith, sublime, indeed, but a faith founded on the omnipo- 
tence and word of God Himself, who can neither deceive nor be de- 
ceived. And so, in the Blessed Sacrament the great sacrificial atone- 
ment is multiplied ten million times. Our Blessed Lord who knew the 
depths of our wickedness, the loneliness of our souls, became our food 
and drink, so that, being a million times closer to us in this Sacrament 
than He was to those who saw Him in the flesh, He might be the em- 
bodiment of our faith and the embodiment of His love. 


All the doctrines of Holy Mother Church converge on the Blessed 
Sacrament, and the long story of the Church’s progress through the 
ages is but the triumph of the Holy Eucharist down the centuries of 
faith. If the Catholic priesthood is a sacred hierarchy, it is because of ~ 
the mystic Sacrifice of Christ on the altar. The magnificent basilicas 
and cathedrals, stupendous monuments of Christian art, are the loving 
shelters offered by Catholic devotion to Christ in His Real Presence in 
the Tabernacle. In a word, the Blessed Sacrament is the ALL in ALL of 
Christ and of His Church. Possessed of It, all the riches of heaven are 
here during this mortal pilgrimage. 

And so, while the mind is fed on God’s truth and God’s law, the 
souls of the faithful are nourished by this Bread of Angels, and as long 
as the world shall last, the Church of Christ will continue to gather 
around her altars all her children of every race and clime, to offer Holy 
Mass in obedience to Christ’s command and to feed them with the Sac- 
rament of His Love and to bless them with His Real Presence. 

This is the significance of this solemn Pontifical Mass celebrated 
by our beloved Bishop here this morning. This is the sublime inspira- 
tion which brings us around this altar of the Blessed Sacrament. We 
feel Christ’s Presence. We know that He is in our midst as truly as the 
Apostles knew it in the Cenacle on the eve of His departure. 


The world has been given one Savior. No other Savior will be 
given. Christ taught the world to pray, “Give us this day our daily 
bread.” He told us to pray for the bread of the soul as well as for the 
bread of the body. He Himself provided the bread for the soul for all 
times. The Bread come down from heaven is His own Flesh and Blood, 
is contained, is offered, and is consumed in the Holy Eucharist. The 
whole world is truly hungry. Not only the bodies are hungry, but souls 
are still more hungry, because they are deprived of the Bread of Life. 
The world does not know why it is hungry and sick. The sickness is 
spiritual, and an irreligious world cannot diagnose it because it is one of 
which it has no knowledge and one that will yield only to spiritual treat- 
ment. 
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The Eucharistic Throne prepared by these good Sisters centers the 
attention of this City and our Diocese on the Bread of the soul, the 
Living Bread come down from heaven as the supreme necessity of life. 
We must then endeavor to realize the sublimity of the words of Holy 
Scripture as written in the Book of Wisdom: “Thou didst feed Thy 
people with the food of angels and gavest them Bread from heaven, pre- 
pared without labor, having in It all that is delicious and the sweetness 
of every taste. For Thy sustenance showed Thy sweetness to Thy 
children, and serving every man’s will, it was turned to what every man 
liked.” 

May this Fifth Throne of the Eucharistic King make this entire 
Diocese of San Diego more conscious of its need of a supernatural 
religion and of the Sacramental Christ. 


Venerable Sisters-Adorers of the Blessed Sacrament, you know, of 
course, that you are more welcome than any words of mine could ever 
express. Your hours of adoration before the Eucharistic King will be 
one continual blessing upon our work in making Jesus better known 
and loved in this rapidly-growing diocese. This day is the fulfilment 
of a long quest of our beloved Bishop, who through and because of his 
ardent faith, his earnest prayers and efficient negotiations, has lived to 
see and benefit by one of the crowning glories of his magnificent ad- 
ministration. 

God love you, dear Sisters, and preserve you for your magnani- 
mous generosity to this diocese and the countless benefits that will 
come to us through your noble apostolate, the noblest of all: continuous 
adoration before the Throne of Almighty God. We are forever indebted 
to you, each and every soul of this vast jurisdiction of thirty-five 
thousand square miles. It will be a privilege, a labor of love, to be of 
service and to be able to prove in our humble way our undying grati- 
tude. With you we salute and welcome our Blessed Lord in the words 
of Mary Dixon Thayer, as He takes up here today His Presence in 
this golden ostensorium throne prepared by your loving hearts: 


Beautiful, O Love, Thou art, Beautiful, O Love, Thy Face, 
Print Thine Image on my heart. Beautiful this quiet place, 
Fairer than the rising sun, Where Thy glory dwells content 
Fairer than the dawn begun. In the Blessed Sacrament. 
Fairer than the morning star, Beautiful this Mystery 

Fairer, my Beloved, far, Of a God's humility. 

Than all earthly loveliness Beautiful Thy smile above 

Is Thy Mystical caress. Weary millions seeking love. 
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The Spiritual Mission of 


“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 
ope 


URING this Golden Jubilee year, as we take a sort of spiritual 
inventory of the past, we breathe a hopeful prayer that our 
magazine has been and will ever be faithful to the mission to 
which its saintly founders dedicated it fifty years ago. In the 

hidden apostolate of the spiritual life, there are no measuring or weigh- 
ing devices for calculating the results achieved. There is only the firm 
faith and confident hope that God has not allowed the work to be fruit- 
less, but has deigned to make it an humble instrument for His honor 
and glory and for the dissemination of His blessings among many souls. 

There is, however, one “device” for gauging the good accom- 
plished, at least in some measure, and that is the “voice” of the readers 
of the magazine. There have been many appreciative letters received 
through the years, and in going through the files for the purpose of 
selecting a few for quotation, we were moved to tears as we read one 
expression of gratitude and appreciation after another for the spiritual 
inspiration, instruction, consolation and encouragement received by 
persons of all ages and all walks of life. May the Holy Spirit be 
thanked and praised for thus illumining both the writers and the 
readers and may He continue His gracious assistance through the 
years to come! 


Eucharistic Apostolate 


Foremost among the missions assigned to “Tabernacle and Pur- 
gatory’ (as mentioned in our May issue) is that of fostering in its 
readers a fuller understanding and a greater love for the Holy Eucharist 
in its threefold aspect of Sacrifice, Sacrament, and Abiding Presence. 
Thus it is most fittingly allied to our vocation of Perpetual Adoration. 
The magazine has served effectively as an organ for the Eucharistic 
apostolate of the community, helping to make known its work and to 
solicit the support so necessary for its continuation and expansion. 

Five Sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration bear witness to its success 
in this latter role. These chapels of unceasing prayer are, one might 
say, a monument to the loving Providence of God, the zeal of the mem- 
bers of our Congregation, and the self-sacrificing Eucharistic love of 
the readers of “Tabernacle and Purgatory” — interested friends who 
have generously contributed funds for these undertakings. Perhaps 
in God's Providence this ardent sacrificial love for the honor of the 
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Blessed Sacrament was, at least to some extent, instilled by the Eucha- 
ristic articles in the magazine. 

Each one of these Sanctuaries has become an active center of 
adoration and devotion to the Blessed Sacrament, drawing hundreds 
and even thousands of souls to the feet of Jesus on His Throne of Ex- 
position. Numerous groups of lay adorers have affliated themselves 
with the various convents, and thousands of Holy Hours have been 
offered by their members (principally at night), in addition to un- 
numbered visits to the Blessed Sacrament. Due to the deeper appre- 
ciation and love for the Blessed Sacrament which they have gained 
during these hours of communion with the God of Love on the altar, 
many of these faithful adorers now assist at Holy Mass and receive 
Holy Communion more frequently — some even daily — and that also 
with greater understanding and love. 

The readers of “Tabernacle and Purgatory” who helped to estab- 
lish and maintain these Sanctuaries may lay special claim to a share 
in the blessings which God lavishes upon those who come into His Di- 
vine Presence and pray there. Thus they have laid up for themselves 
“treasure in heaven,” which will go on increasing year after year as 
the good work expands. 

As for fulfilling its mission of drawing souls closer to Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament through its writings, we shall let some of our readers 
speak a word in its favor: 


“Personally, it has helped me very much. I really have a better 


appreciation of daily Mass, and feel my indebtedness to you...” “It 
has done so much to make me more appreciative of the Mass, that I 
want others to benefit by it too.’’ “Surely your lovely explanations 


of the Mass should help us to appreciate more deeply God’s goodness 
to us, and make us still more anxious to follow the offering of this 
Sacrifice as it is made daily throughout the world.’’ — “I enjoy reading 
its valuable contents more than I can express in words. It helps me 
to prepare for Holy Communion and in innumerable other ways.’’ — 
“**Tabernacle and Purgatory’ has made a daily communicant of me...”’ 
— “I know that the reading of this magazine has increased my devo- 
tion to the Blessed Sacrament over the last twenty years, and I would 
not be without it.’’— ‘“ ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ is one of the best 
magazines published; it fills our spiritual needs and brings us closer 
to Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament.’’ — ‘It is my special favorite. 
In reading through its timely pages, it is most effective in drawing the 
soul closer to Christ in His abode of Love.” — ‘Your magazine and 
your booklets are really instrumental in helping us to ‘Taste and see 
that the Lord is sweet’.’’ — “I subscribed to your magazine many years 
ago and trust to continue my subscription through to the end. How 
much instruction it has given me in how to find and follow my Eucha- 
ristic Lord you will never know.” “The beautiful articles bring one 
so close to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.”’ 
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Similar testimonials could be multiplied, but we will not add more, 
at the risk of becoming tiresome. But it is most gratifying to learn 
from our readers their reaction to the material published, as it gives 
us a guiding star to know their needs and their tastes. Naturally there 
are also some “dissenting” voices, (as is the case with every magazine) 
for all do not have the same capacity for understanding and appreciat- 
ing spiritual things. But these are decidedly in the minority, and we 
cherish the hope that most of our subscribers have the same sentiments 
as those quoted above. 


A Means of Spreading Devotion to the Blessed Sacrament 


It is natural for the human heart to wish to share its joys with 
others, and so we find among our readers those who try to make the 
magazine known to others in order to draw them closer to Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament. One young lady makes it a practice to make 
Christmas gifts of subscriptions to families where there are children. 
Some parents see to it that each child of the family receives a sub- 
scription for a wedding gift, or when starting a home of their own. 
Others subscribe for their friends, and especially for such relatives or 
friends who have grown lax in the practice of their religion, in the 
hope of winning them back to a fervent life. 

During this Golden Jubilee year we are most anxious to increase 
the number of our subscribers — to double or triple them if possible — 
so we look to our faithful friends and readers to assist us by giving or 
soliciting new subscriptions. We shall appreciate most deeply all that 
you do in this regard, and we know that our dear Lord will Himself 
repay you because it will also be a means of making Him better known 
and loved. 


Premiums for New Subscriptions 
for JUNE 


N celebration of our Golden Jubilee, we shall continue to offer 
premiums for NeW subscriptions to “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 
throughout the year. 

During JUNE we offer a choice of a SCHEYERN CROSS or a JUBILEE 
MEDAL OF ST. BENEDICT for each NEW subscription. Both of these 
objects of devotion are held in high esteem and their powerful efficacy 
has often been experienced by those who used them with faith and 
reverence. 

Kindly mention which premium is desired. 

Our Jubilee slogan: A NEW SUBSCRIPTION from EACH SUBSCRIBER. 


JUNE — 1954 59 











Little Lovers’ League 
oho 


UNE, dear Little Lovers, as everybody agrees, is a joyous month; 
one that poets and song-makers have always liked to write about; 
for the warmth of summer brings a life and fulness that the shy 
spring days have lacked. Now the grass is really green and the 

flowers show all their bright colors. The rivers and lakes are blue 
and sunny, dotted with sailboats, while old and young alike splash 
happily in their cool waters. It is holiday-time for most young people, 
and schoolbooks and teachers can be forgotten for a while. 


There is one Person, though, who can never be forgotten, in school 
time or holiday time, and that is Jesus. Perhaps this is the reason He 
wants us to honor His Sacred Heart in the month of June especially, 
because in It is all the rich fulness of warm love that makes an eternal 
summertime for our souls. In that dear Heart, which has loved us so 
much and which longs to be loved by us in return, is every blessing and 
grace we could desire or ask for. One of the great saints, who was a 
special friend of the Sacred Heart, tells us that when Our Lord was 
dying on the Cross, He let His Heart be pierced by the soldier’s lance 
so that we would be able to see the open wound, and thus remember the 
love which caused it to be opened and keeps it ever open for us — so 
that we may enter and live in it. 

Let us, then, particularly in this month of June, try to live in the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus. Let us never forget Him, even in all the merry 
excitement of the holidays. He made these days for us, and He wants 
us to enjoy them, but He also wants us to thank Him for them, to draw 
closer to Him in them, and to love Him more than all their pleasure 
and good times — to love Him always most and best of all! 


PRACTICE: Visit Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament just as 
often as you can during this month and thank Jesus daily for the love 
of His Sacred Heart. 


ASPIRATION: Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place my trust in Thee. 


The Young Fisherman 


AVID sat idly on the side of the boat. It was evening and the 
soft breeze from the lake ruffled his dark hair, while his sunburned 
feet dangled in the cool water. Looking at the sky with experienced 
eyes, he thought it would probably storm later, for the clouds were 
piling up in the west and the pale moon had a ring around it. “Just 
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the same,” he thought resentfully, “they might have let me go with 
them. I’m strong for my age, and I can row faster even than Jona- 
than. Besides, if a storm does blow up I'd be a lot more help than 
that lazy Mathran!” Oh, well, there was no use feeling sorry for 
himself. Perhaps Simon and his crew would come along and he could 
join them; his father always let him go with Simon. There were “no 
better fishermen in the whole district than Simon and his friends, James 
and John. When you went with them you had some real fishing, 
though it was true, lately they had not been doing so much. “Too 
busy following that new Rabbi, Jesus of Nazereth,” he had heard his 
elders say with a disapproving shake of their heads; for they had little 
use for this idea of running off to follow a man who cared so little 
for business and profit, even if he was such a great wonder-worker and 
healed so many sick and even, it was said, raised the very dead to 
life! So they talked and wondered at Zebedee. for letting his sons leave 
their nets and their boat to follow this teacher. 


But in David’s heart there was a deep and growing desire to see 
this Rabbi, to hear him talk, to watch him go among the people, curing 
and comforting them. If Simon and John loved him, then he must, 
indeed, be a good man, even if he did come from a no-account town 
like Nazareth! 

Busied with these thoughts, he did not see the stranger who had 
come up to him, until he heard a deep voice ask: “Have you seen a 
group of fishermen come this way, lad?” Startled, David swung round 
to find a tall man standing by his boat, a man who wore the rough 
tunic of the countryside, yet whose face and eyes were those of one 
used to authority. He was barefoot and his hands were hard and tanned 
like David’s own, but there was a dignity and kindness in his manner 
which made David jump hastily from the boat to stand beside him. 
“T haven’t seen any yet, Sir,” he answered, “but I think Simon and 
his men will be coming this way soon.” Then looking closer at the 
stranger, he began to wonder. ..there was something about him. . .was 
he, could he be the Rabbi? Stuttering a little in his eagerness, he cried: 
“Are you the great Teacher —the one from Nazareth — the prophet 
that Simon and John are following?” A smile wiped the weary lines 
from the man’s face at this earnest question, but he only said simply: 
“My name is Jesus, young fisherman, and I am the carpenter’s son from 
Nazareth.” Then he went on: “But do you know Simon and John?” 
“Oh, yes,” said David, “we’re old friends —TI often go fishing with 
them. They are real fishermen.” “Yes, lad, they are true men of the 
sea, as you will be one day,” said the great Teacher, one hand on the 
boy’s shoulder. 

Before he knew what he was saying, the plea burst straight from 
David’s heart: “Oh, please, would you let me come with you, too? 
I’ve heard so much about you from John —how you teach men a 
new, beautiful way of love and faith, how you heal the sick and help the 
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poor and sorrowful!” He stopped suddenly, and hung his head; per- 
haps the great Rabbi was laughing at him now, thinking he was just 
a foolish young boy who did not really know what he wanted. But 
when he had courage enough to look at him again, he saw that Jesus’ 
face was quite serious and that he was looking gravely down at him. 
Then a smile which David was to remember all his life lighted his eyes, 
and the warm touch of his hand tightened on David’s shoulder as he 
answered: “You have much faith, David, now just have patience, too, 
for you will be one of my followers. I will make you a fisher, not of 
the creatures of the sea, but of men! But now I must go on. When 
Simon and John come, tell them to cross the sea before me, as I have 
bidden them.” Then he was gone, striding across the sand, as if he 
had much to accomplish before the moon rose higher. Gazing after 
him, David’s heart beat faster than it ever had, faster than it did when 
he helped his father hau] in a great load of fish. For the Master had 
promised him — he would be one of his followers! 

Not long after, Simon and his friends came along. David gave 
them Jesus’ message and they agreed to let him cross over with them. 
“Though, mind you,” said Peter, as he was often called now, winking 
at the others, “there’s a storm coming up there in the distance, so don’t 
you fall overboard!” “Don’t tease the lad, Simon,” protested John, 
seeing David flush indignantly, “you know he’s as good a seaman as 
we are. He might have to pull you out instead.” And here they all 
laughed, Simon louder than any, for not long before, he really had 
fallen into the lake, when trying to pull in a fine catch of fish. 


The clouds grew darker as they reached the middle of the lake, 
and the moon was quite hidden from sight. Huge waves lashed the 
side of the boat, and hard as they rowed, they made little headway 
against the strong wind. David was not frightened, but did all he 
could to help, peering ahead into the darkness. All at once he saw 
something that made him gasp. Half-rising from his seat, he grasped 
John’s sleeve, pointing into the distance. “Look!” he cried. “There 
is a man, a man walking on the water!” Despite the howling of the 
wind, they all heard him and stared where his finger was pointing. 
Terrified, they forgot to row, crying: “It is a ghost!” But the figure 
kept coming closer and John’s fingers clenched on David’s arm as 
together they peered ahead. Then suddenly his grip relaxed and a 
smile touched his lips. At that moment, above the wind and the waves, 
a calm, strong voice spoke quietly: “Take courage; it is 1. Do not be 
afraid.” Almost to himself, John murmured, “It is the Lord!” 

But Simon, too, had recognized that well-known voice and called 
out: “Lord, if it is Thou, bid me come to Thee over the water.” 
“Come!” was the answer. Without delay, Simon abandoned his oars, 
and climbed out of the boat, walking over the water toward Jesus. The 
wind roared even stronger, and waves seemed to grow larger. Simon 
became frightened. He hesitated and began to sink! Desperately, he 
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cried out: “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus stretched out his hand 
and caught hold of him, saying: “O man of little faith! Why did you 
doubt?” In a moment they were both in the boat, and the wind had 
fallen. At first there was a great silence; then all the men who were 
in the boat cast themselves at the feet of Jesus, crying: “Truly, Thou 
art the Son of God!” 

Squeezed in a corner, forgotten by the rest, David, too, believed 
in the great Rabbi, and promised Him his love and faithfulness for- 
ever. When he looked up, he found the Master’s eyes on him, and only 
he saw His lips form the words: “I promise you, you too shall be My 
disciple!” From that day, David seized every opportunity to be in 
the Master’s company, drinking in His words and watching His every 
action, preparing for the time when this wonderful promise would 


be fulfilled. 


The Suffering Souls 


oe 


ARDINAL Mercier has thus described the condition of the souls 

in purgatory: “Every day, in the Canon of the Mass, the priest 

has a special prayer for the souls of the departed. Remember 

them, he says to Our Lord, they have preceded us into eternity 

with the sign of faith, and they rest in the slumber of peace — in somno 

pacis. They do not enjoy eternal rest in refreshment and light, but they 

are none the less safe in Christ, to whom they have the joy of belong- 

ing. The Council of Trent speaks of them as ‘dead in Christ’ — defunc- 

tae in Christo. They are confirmed in grace, sheltered from sin, and 
even (thanks to the protection of God) sheltered from venial sin. 

“They no longer have the power of adding to the sum of their 
merit; but they are none the less generous in putting into practice both 
the theological and the moral virtues, and also those gifts of the Holy 
Spirit with which they were enriched at the moment of their leaving 
the earth. And now their time of trial is spent in acts of hope, of cour- 
age, of patience, charity and religious obedience to the most holy will 
of God. 

“They suffer intensely; they will suffer perhaps for years, even for 
centuries; but they love the Justice that purifies them; they respect 
the infinite Purity that holds them at a distance, and there comes from 
purgatory no blasphemy or murmur of impatience. These noble and 
lovable souls ‘slumber truly in peace and rest in Christ,’ as they wait 
for final bliss. ‘To all souls that rest in Christ, says the Liturgy 
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of the Mass, ‘mercifully grant, Lord, the refreshing place of your 
Paradise, full of light and peace.’ ” 

Yes, truly, the souls in purgatory have secured the firm promise of 
peace, not because they are free from suffering, but because they are 
certain of not losing eternal life. This is the sleep of peace, because 
it gives the promise of eternal and uninterrupted peace in heaven. 

Our Lord abiding in the Blessed Sacrament is mindful of the souls 
in purgatory, even as He is of the living. He is there for them as well 
as for us. In the Blessed Sacrament, He gives us the most certain 
means of helping them. By our devotion to Jesus in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, by our fervent reception of Holy Communion, we may secure 
grace for the souls in purgatory. Let us always remember to pray for 
them during these precious moments with Jesus. Especially at Holy 
Mass and Holy Communion let us remember our departed brethren, 
the friends of Jesus, and apply the merits of His holy Passion to these 
souls who so much need them. Yes, may we so use the precious means 
of expiation which are ours in the Sacrifice and Sacrament of the 
Altar that we may bring peace and eternal bliss to the beloved friends 
of Jesus in purgatory. 

There is both a privilege and a duty involved in the consoling 
doctrine that while the poor souls themselves must await the completion 
of their just sentence, the all-merciful God, by His wonderful law of 
charity, has placed in the hands of the living the power to hasten the 
day of their liberation: a privilege, because we are permitted to help 
the friends of God, who are our friends too, and to shorten the time 
of their painful probation; a duty, because when the all-merciful Father 
places in our hands something of His own power for the benefit of 
others, there is a corresponding duty imposed upon us too. Yes, it 
would be nothing short of cruel to leave unused this power that we 
possess of hastening the day when these souls may enter the celestial 
courts and with the angels and archangels, and all the saints of para- 
dise, sing the never-ending chorus of God’s glory: “Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God of Hosts!” 

No Christian may shirk his duty of charity towards the souls in 
purgatory without incurring serious blame. The Church of Christ is 
one family, whose Head is our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and 
whose members are all intimately related to one another and all inter- 
dependent to some degree upon one another. The blessed in heaven, the 
souls in purgatory, and we poor mortals on earth are all members of 
that most united family. We cannot, then, be indifferent to the tor- 
ments of the suffering members of this body without failing seriously 
against the precept of charity. 
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